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this policy of intolerance sometimes led to serious political
complications and important territorial losses. But the
attitude of the Byzantine Government towards Islam was
different. It is true Byzantine sources sometimes attacked
Islam; to brand the Emperor Leo III for his Iconoclast
tendencies a Byzantine chronicler, as we have noted above,
calls him cSaracen-minded'; one of the accusations against
John of Damascus which was set forth at the Iconoclast
council in 754 was that he was 'inclined to Muhammadan-
ism'. But on the other hand, as we have seen, a mosque was
built in Constantinople under Leo III (717-41).
In 1009 the insane Fatimid Caliph of Egypt, al-Hakim,
to whom Palestine belonged, ordered the destruction of the
Church of the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem. After his death
(i 020) a period of tolerance towards Christianity set in again.
His successor, al-Zahir, in 1027 made an agreement with
the Emperor Constantine VIII which is an interesting
illustration of the religious relations between Islam and the
Empire. It was agreed that the Fatimid Caliph should be
prayed for in every mosque in the Byzantine dominions, and
permission was granted for the restoration of the mosque in
Constantinople which had been destroyed in retaliation for
the destruction of the Church of the Holy Sepulchre in
Jerusalem, as well as for the institution of a muezzin^ a
Muhammadan priest to call the faithful to prayer. In his
turn, al-Zahir agreed to permit the rebuilding of the church
in Jerusalem.
The Byzantines were not much addicted to travelling;
there are no descriptions of Bagdad, Antioch, Jerusalem,
Cordoba, or a number of other places under the Arab sway
written by Byzantine visitors. There were few Muhamma-
dan travellers either who before the Crusades visited Con-
stantinople or other places within the Empire. As far as we
know at present, the earliest Muhammadan traveller who
described the capital was an Arab, Harun-ibn-Yahya. He
visited Constantinople either under the Emperor Basil I
(867-86) or under Alexander (9I2-I3);1 he was neither
1 A. Vasiliev, 'Harun-ibn-Yahya and his Description of Constantinople".
G. Ostrogorsky, *Zum Reisebericht des Harun-Ibn-Jahja'. Both studies in
Semmarium KQndak&vianumy vol. v (1932.), pp. 149-63, 251-7.